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Join us Friday, October 3, 2025 – 12:00 noon – 1:00 pm 
For an In-Person & Zoom Rounds Presentation 

Careers in Pathology & Laboratory Medicine:  Master Classes 
An Interview with Dr. Blake Gilks 

Hosted by: 

Dr. Jennifer Ji, 3rd Year Pathology Resident & Professor David Huntsman 

This series of rounds will feature structured interviews with leaders in Pathology and Laboratory Medicine. These are 

designed to inform the speaker's junior colleagues and residents on their motivation for and approach to leadership 

in academic pathology and also their vision of the future of PALM in BC. There will be time for audience engagement 

at the end of each interview. 

Dr. Blake Gilks 

Blake is a Professor Emeritus in the Department of Pathology and Laboratory Medicine at the 
University of British Columbia. He leads a research program focused on gynecological cancers. 
He was lead pathologist on studies refining the histotype-based classification of ovarian 
carcinoma, molecular classification of endometrial carcinoma, and etiology-based classification 
of vulvar carcinoma, and was part of the team that championed opportunistic salpingectomy to 
prevent tubo-ovarian high grade serous carcinoma. He has been an author on more than 500 
peer-reviewed publications, with more than 40,000 citations. In addition to being a global leader 
in gynecologic cancer diagnostics and research, Blake has had a profound impact on our 
community through mentorship and leadership. He has boosted and shaped the careers of 
generations of trainees, including his interviewers. He has also led pathology at Vancouver 

Coastal Health and for the Province in addition to being interim head of our University Department.  He is co-founder and 
medical-director of the Canadian Pathology Quality Assurance program, which provides proficiency testing for Canadian 
diagnostic immunohistochemistry laboratories. We look forward to learning from Blake's experience as a diagnostician, mentor, 
researcher and leader. 

Dr. Jennifer Ji 

Jenn is a third year resident in Diagnostic and Molecular Pathology at the University of British 
Columbia. She completed her MD/PhD studies under the mentorship of Dr. Huntsman, during 
which she characterized the proteomic and metabolomic landscapes of clear cell ovarian 
carcinoma. She continues to carry out research during residency, learning from research leaders in 
various pathology subspecialties. Jenn believes in the importance of mentorship and peer-support 
in the growth of young clinicians and scientists and is excited to have the opportunity to interview 
inspiring individuals in clinical and academic pathology." 

 

Dr. David Huntsman 

Dr. David Huntsman, a pathologist and clinical molecular geneticist at the University of British 
Columbia, is the Canada Research Chair in Molecular and Genomic Pathology. Dr. Huntsman 
directs OVCARE, part of BC's multidisciplinary Gynecologic Cancer Initiative and conducts his 
research at the Vancouver General Hospital and BC Cancer Agency. Dr. Huntsman's research has 
led to the development of diagnostic, predictive and prognostic tissue based cancer biomarkers 
for ovarian cancer and a wide variety of other tumour types. His team created a blueprint for 
subtype specific ovarian cancer control and have been leaders in the application of novel genomic 
technologies to better prevent, diagnose and treat ovarian cancer. Dr. Huntsman is a fellow of the 
Royal Society of Canada and the Canadian Academy of Health Sciences. 

Please join us in person @ Paetzold Auditorium - Vancouver General Hospital: 

 Friday, October 3, 12:00 noon – 1:00 pm 

 Paetzold Auditorium – JPPS 1891 @ Vancouver General Hospital 

 899 West 12th Avenue, Vancouver BC 

Parking is available in the parkade across the street on 12th Avenue - Enter the Main Entrance of the Vancouver General Hospital 
 

Join Zoom Meeting: 
Step 1: Open https://ubc.zoom.us/ and click on 'Join a Meeting'. 

Step 2: Enter 96254 992493 then click ‘Join.’ 
Step 3: If you have the Zoom client click ‘Open Zoom Meetings,’ otherwise, click 'join from your browser.' 

Step 4: Enter Password:  992493 in the passcode field then click ‘Join Meeting.’ 

How to Join a Zoom Meeting using your Telephone (Long distance charges may apply): 
Step 1: Dial +1 778 907 2071 and follow the prompts 
Important:  You will need the 11 digit Zoom Meeting ID and 6 digit passcode to join via Telephone. 

https://www.tecconference.health/location
https://ubc.zoom.us

